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accused to confess. The quarter of a million
workers who are now demonstrating in the
Red Square do understand them.55 But it
seems to me, nevertheless, that I took more
pains to arrive at an understanding of the trial
than most Western critics, and as the Soviet
poet who might throw light upon the motives
for the confessions is not yet to be found, I
shall try to describe the genesis of the confes-
sions as 1 imagine it to be.

One would be justified in calling the court
before which the trial took place a sort of
Party Court. From early youth the accused
A kind of had been adherents of the Party: several of
them ranked amongst its leaders. Now5 it
would be quite wrong to assume that anyone
summoned to appear before a Party Court
would comport himself like a man called before
an ordinary Western court of justice. It was
more than a mere slip of the tongue on Radek's
part when he addressed the judges as " Com-
rade Judges " and had to be reminded by the
presiding official to say " Citizen Judges."
Even the accused still feels himself linked to
the Party, and it is no mere chance that the
trial bore throughout that resemblance to a